
 

 

Homer Price: Paulding 
County, 1895-1987 

The farmer Homer Price was born near 

Payne, Ohio in 1895, and served in the 

Army during World War I. Following the 

war, he returned to Payne, and farming, and 

married Gladys Landrum. An avid observer 

of nature, he documented birds and nesting 

behavior, dragonflies, butterflies, and 

wildlife in and around his home. He 

particularly loved the Auglaize River, Flat 

Rock Creek, Marais de Larme Creek, Little 

Auglaize River, and the area near Forders 

Bridge and the Forrest Woods Nature 

Preserve on the Maumee River near 

Antwerp, Ohio. He kept careful notes, and 

eventually published in scientific journals. 

He died in 1987, and much of his collection 

was sold to the Ohio State Museum of 

Natural History. His journals and nature 

notes are held, in part, by the John Paulding 

Historical Society, in Paulding, Ohio. 

Publications include: The Nesting Birds of 

Northwestern Ohio, 1915-1962, The 

Dragonflies (Odonata) of Northwestern 

Ohio, and The Butterflies of Northwestern 

Ohio 1940-1965. 

  

Maurice McClue: Steuben 
County, 1878-1957 
Maurice McClue was a successful attorney in 

Angola, Steuben County, Indiana, where he 

practiced law. Born on the family farm five miles 

north of Angola in 1878, he retained the farmland 

throughout his life. Before his death in 1957, he 

donated 80 acres of the land to the county, and 

created the Charles McClue Nature Preserve, in 

honor of his pioneer father. Maurice McClue was 

an avid birdwatcher, in the days before either 

binoculars or field guides were readily available, 

and he kept careful notes of his observations in 

his journal. The Allen County Public Library has 

copies of the journal, transcribed by Terri 

Gorney, who has shared a favorite passage from 

his writings: “A short visit to the country today. 

What a joy it would be if I could spend a part of 

every day out in the open to observe nature with 

every day certain to bring something 

different…always something of rapture or 

interest. What can excel the majesty of the 

towering thundercloud or the glorious beauty of 

the October Sunset.” 
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Jane Brooks Hine: Dekalb 
County, 1831-1916 
Pioneer Jane Brooks Hine arrived in rural 

DeKalb County in 1861, and settled near 

Waterloo, with her family. Living in the Cedar 

Creek watershed (part of the Maumee system), 

she raised six children and studied nature on 

her farm and the nearby woodlands. Among her 

writings were recollections she recorded from 

neighbors, prompting her to write: “There were 

no passenger pigeons when we came here in 

1861, but our neighbors told us of immense 

flocks that, not very long before, would 

overshadow woods and farms like a cloud as 

they flew back and forth between their roost at 

the Haw Patch and their feeding grounds on the 

St. Joe River.” In 2014 Jane’s descriptions of 

passenger pigeons in our area were included in 

a book about the extinction of the bird. Jane 

Hine wrote articles in the 1898 Birds of Indiana, 

the 1911 Biennial Report of Fisheries and Game for 

Indiana, and also wrote nature poetry. She was 

an early member of the National Ornithology 

Society (the precursor of the Audubon Society), 

who published a memorial book in her honor 

following her death in 1916. 

Thanks to Terri Gorney, local historian and naturalist, who 

has researched the amateur and professional naturalists of 

the region, and has volunteered for the past 10 years with 

the Indiana Department of Natural Resources. She is an 

active member of local nature organizations, and is vice 

president of the Friends of the Limberlost, which 

supportsthe Limberlost State Historic Site in Geneva, 

Indiana. 

 

  

Gene Stratton Porter: 
Adams and Noble 
Counties, 1863-1924 
Geneva Stratton was born on a farm near 

Lagro, Indiana in 1863, the twelfth child of 

Mark and Mary Stratton. She loved the 

outdoors, and learning about wildlife. The 

family moved to Wabash, Indiana where 

she attended school half-heartedly, 

missing her time outdoors. She married 

Charles Dorwin Porter, a druggist with 

stores in Geneva and Fort Wayne, and 

moved to Geneva, in Adams County. She 

began writing about nature in 1895, as she 

began to seriously study and photograph 

the birds and wildlife of the Limberlost 

and Wabash River wetlands. She also 

roamed the wooded areas near Fort 

Wayne, and eventually built a home for 

herself on Sylvan Lake, in Noble County. 

Using her observations she published her 

first novel, The Song of the Cardinal, in 1903, 

followed by bestsellers Freckles (1904), and 

A Girl of the Limberlost (1909). Her many 

nature articles in popular magazines such 

as Recreation, Outing, Country Life, New 

York Times Magazine, The Ladies Home 

Journal and McCall’s, made her a familiar 

household name. In 1920 she moved to 

Los Angeles to oversee production of 

motion picture versions of her books, and 

died in 1924, in an automobile accident. 1 

  

                                                                 
1 Long, Judith Reick, Gene Stratton Porter: Novelist and Naturalist. Indianapolis, Indiana Historical Society, 1990. 

Guidance from 1912: 

 “First, select some bird or beast or 

insect that lives with you in your 

dooryard or house…and keep track 

of his doings all summer long. 

“Along with this study of one life, 

keep a list of all beasts, birds, insects, 

flowers, etc. that live—I mean that 

build nests or dig holes or rear 

families… 

“You should camp out---even if you 

have to pitch your tent in the back 

yard or up on the roof!... 

"At the close of some stifling hot July 

day you ought to go out into the 

orchard or woods and watch the 

evening come on—to notice how the 

wild life revives, flowers  open, birds 

sing, animals stir, breezes start, 

leaves whisper and all the world 

awakes.” Dallas Lore Sharp, Summer. 

 


